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entertainment and escape 

great British comedy 

programs provide. 

While saddening, I decided 

to pay tribute to Wendy 

Richard in a significant 

portion of this issue.  She 

deserves no less, and her 

presence will be missed by 

all fans of British television. 

òShe was a daughter I never had and I shall never 
stop missing her. She lived on in the hearts of so 
many people who were entertained by her talent 

and warmed by her charm.ó ñ Mollie Sugden 

ά¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǘǳƴŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 
ǇŀǊǘȅΣέ ǎŀƛŘ aƛǎǎ {ƘƛǊƭŜȅ .ǊŀƘƳǎ όǇƻǊǘǊŀȅŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
late Wendy Richard) to Captain Peacock in an 
episode of the British comedy standard  Are You 
Being Served?. While she had an extended run on 
the BBC drama Eastenders, British comedy fans will 
no doubt remember her best as the cockney-
accented Miss Brahms of Grace Brothers store. 

Wendy Richard succumbed to her third bout with 
breast cancer and passed away on February 26.  The 
Insider joins millions in mourning the loss of a lovely 
person, as well as a wonderful and talented 
television actress.  Her life was as diverse as was  
                  (continued on page 3) 
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I hope you continue to enjoy 

the news and coverage of 

British comedies The Insider 

provides. 

As always, I welcome your 

comments, suggestions and 

ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎΦ IŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƛǎƘƛƴƎ 

you happy reading! 

N. Scott Jones, Editor 

I hope this issue finds you all 

well and in good spirits, 

although I know many of you 

Ƨƻƛƴ ƳŜ ƛƴ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ²ŜƴŘȅΩǎ 

family our deepest 

sympathies on their loss. 

In these tough economic 

times, I for one am thankful 

for my health, family and 

friends τ along with the 

Excellence in British Comedy Viewing:  

Maryland Public Televisionõs  

ôAfternoon Teaõ 

See Their Profile on Page 11 
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S p r i n g  2 0 0 9  V o l u m e  1 0 ,  I s s u e  1 

Editorõs Chin- w a g  

A  s o r r o w f u l  l o s s  

. . . a l w a y s  t o  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  

The late and much beloved 
Wendy Richard, MBE 

 

A true shining star of British 

comedy and television. 
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NEWS:  ôLast Summer of Wineõ : Final Vintage? 

It is a vintage 37 years in the making and the world's longest-running sitcom.  But the axe may be about to fall on Last 
of the Summer Wine as the BBC carries out a comedy cull.  It has already shelved Only Fools and Horses spin-off The 
Green, Green GrassΦ  Lǘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƪŜ ƻŦ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ [ȅƴŘƘǳǊǎǘΩǎ ǎƛǘŎƻƳ !ŦǘŜǊ ¸ƻǳΩǾŜ DƻƴŜ and Lee Macks Not Going 
Out.   
 
Now, Summer Wine has been told it will not film a new run this summer sparking fears it will be axed. Creator Roy 
/ƭŀǊƪ ǎŀƛŘΥ  ά²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŜƴƻǊƳƻǳǎ ǊŀǘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŀȅǎΦ bƻ ƻƴŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƎƻŜǎΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ǎƘƻǿǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ŀǳŘƛπ
ence was 18.8million in 1985. The current series the 30th gets around three million. 
 
WǳƴŜ ²ƘƛǘŦƛŜƭŘΣ ǿƘƻ Ǉƭŀȅǎ bŜƭƭȅΣ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά²ŜϥǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻƭŘ {ǳƳƳŜǊ ²ƛƴŜ ƛǎ ƻƴ ƘƻƭŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ 
ƎƻƻŘōȅŜΦέ  WǳƴŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƳƻǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ DǊŜŜƴΣ DǊŜŜƴ DǊŀǎǎΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ .ƻȅŎƛŜ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƭŜƴŜ όWƻƘƴ /Ƙŀƭƭƛǎ ŀƴŘ {ǳŜ 
Holderness) on their move to the country, would not return.  
 
It had six million viewers in its first three series, but only four million for the last run. Accusing the BBC of ageism, June 
ǎŀƛŘΥ ά¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǊƛŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ǘƻ ƻƭŘŜǊ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ  ! ../ ǎǇƻƪŜǎǿƻƳŀƴ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ Ŏƻƴπ
stantly renewing the comedy slate. After four series, it is time to move on from Green, Green GrassΦέ  {ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ŀ ŘŜŎƛπ
sion on Summer Wine would be made this summer. 
 
Many of the shows favorites have passed on. Kathy Staff, who played Nora Batty, and Brian Wilde (Foggy) died last 
year. Bill Owen (Compo) died in 1999. The present cast includes Russ Abbot and Burt Kwouk.           

        

 

                In The Post 

 

 

I am a long time fan of the British comedies, and I 
appreciate and support MPTV in Milwaukee for their 
efforts in bringing them to us. Do you have any 
updates on the stars of To The Manor Born?    

Roycealee W. τ Milwaukee, WI 

Thanks for your inquiry and I will cover in the next 
issue.  Thanks for your support of MPTV τ SJ 

 

Just received Holiday Issue of Tea Time.  I am a long 
time fan of ATGB and especially enjoyed the episode 
guide content.  I agree however with your suggestion 
to rotate the deep dives through the top five most 
popular,  Would like to hear about where and what 
the cast is up to today.  

Sue E. τ Milwaukee, WI 

I agree and your suggestion has been taken.  Many 
thanks for your feedback. τ SJ 

News, Trivia & Naughty Bits  

The Sun reports that Martin Clunes has hit back at John 
Cleese after the Monty Python star poured scorn on 
modern British comedy.  
 
Clunes has turned the tables by claiming the same 
criticism could apply to the Fawlty Towers star, saying 
"John Cleese certainly hasn't made any good comedy 
since the 80s! Isn't it curious how successful people 
only think there's only success in their day? There's a 
lot of it about, unfortunately."   Ouch. 
 

John Cleese 
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(continued from Page 1) 

her career.  While for many of us, she will live on in hearts as the 
affable and outspoken Miss Brahms, we sometimes overlook the 
opportunity to learn more about the person behind the character.  
¢ƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜΩǎΣ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎΣ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎΦ  
In that spirit, please read on. 
 
Wendy Richard, MBE (born Wendy Emerton 20 July 1943 ς 26 Feb-
ruary 2009) was an English actress best known for playing Miss 
Brahms in Are You Being Served? and Pauline Fowler in Eas-
tEnders. She was first educated at St George's Primary School in 
Mount Street, West London before attending the Royal Masonic 
School for Girls in Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire, and then the 
Italia Conti Academy stage school in London.  She died on 
26 February 2009 at the Harley Street clinic where she was being 
treated for a third bout of breast cancer. 
 
E a r l y  Y e a r s  a n d  F a m i l y 
Richard, an only child, was born in Middlesbrough in 1943. Her parents, Henry and Beatrice Emerton, were publicans 
and ran the Corporation Hotel in the town. Richard left Middlesbrough as a baby, when the family moved first to 
Bournemouth, then the Isle of Wight and finally to London. Here they ran the Shepherds Tavern in Shepherd Market, 
where Elizabeth Taylor and Antony Armstrong-Jones, 1st Earl of Snowdon were said to be customers. Richard attended 
the local primary school, St George's, but her education was interrupted when her family moved again, this time to the 
Valentine Hotel at Gants Hill, then in Essex, now in Greater London. Another move, to the Streatham Park Hotel in 
south London, followed a few months later. It was here, in December 1954, that Richard's father committed suicide.  
 
The actress, then 11, found his body. Her mother Beatrice never remarried, and died of liver cancer in May 1972. Rich-
ard was enrolled at the Royal Masonic School for Girls at Rickmansworth after her father's death, as Henry had been a 
Freemason, and help with fees was provided by the organization. But she found the school rather "strict," and her art 
mistress called her paintings and drawings "affected, rather like herself." Richard dreamed of becoming a TV continuity 
girl or film star from a young age and, after leaving school at 15, helped to pay her way though the Italia Conti stage 
school in London by working in the fashion department of Fortnum and Mason. It was at this time she decided to 
change her surname to Richard, because "it was short and neat." While at the Italia Conti, Richard appeared on televi-
sion with Sammy Davis Jr. in the ATV program Sammy Meets the Girls, and also in No Hiding Place.  
 

H e r  C a r e e r 
She first became familiar to TV audiences playing Joyce Harker, a regular in the BBC's 1960s soap opera, The Newcom-
ers. She has also appeared in Dad's Army (first as Edith Parrish, and later as Private Walker's girl-friend Shirley), Up 
Pompeii! and The Likely Lads. Richard also appeared in two Carry On films, playing a cameo role in Carry On Matron 
and a supporting part in Carry On Girls (which also featured future EastEnders co-star, Barbara Windsor). In 1962, her 
distinct cockney vocals also helped get her to #1 on the UK singles chart on the single, Come Outside by Mike Sarne. 
She also appears in a scene cut from the released version of The Beatles movie Help! (1965). 
 
Richard's first appearance in a television series was as a teenager in Stranger on the Shore which debuted in 1961. The 
theme tune of the series was the Acker Bilk clarinet solo of the same name. She also had a bit part in a 1965 episode 
("Don't Nail Him Yet") of Danger Man (aka Secret Agent) with Patrick McGoohan. Wendy Richard's first soap role was 
as teenage supermarket till girl Joyce Harker in The Newcomers which ran on BBC1 from 1965 to 1969. She is probably 
best known for her role in the 1970s sitcom Are You Being Served? as Miss Shirley Brahms, a sales representative with 
a heavy Cockney accent. (Richard also appeared in the Are You Being Served? sequel Grace & Favour in 1992 and 
1993.) 

(continued next page) 
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(continued from previous  page) 

Richard subsequently found continued success as heroine and matriarch Pauline Fowler on the BBC soap opera Eas-
tEnders, a role she played from the first episode in 1985 until the character's death at Christmas of 2006. She appeared 
regularly on the BBC Radio program Just a Minute from 1989 until 1994. On July 10, 2006, the BBC announced that 
Richard had decided to leave EastEnders, after nearly 22 years in the show. An interview with The Sun revealed that 
problems with the EastEnders storyline (primarily Pauline's marriage to Joe Macer) was the main cause for her depar-
ture.  She was appointed Member of the Order of the British Empire (MBE) in the 2000 Queen's Birthday Honors.  In 
late 2006, Richard was seen as a guest presenter on the BBC's City Hospital series and on March 31, 2007, she pre-
sented the documentary A tribute to John Inman, for BBC2.  
 

She had also given interviews for the first time in a number of years, making appearances on The Paul O'Grady Show, 
Big Brother's Little Brother, Loose Women, Parkinson and the Biography Channel special Gloria's Greats with Gloria 
Hunniford amongst others.  In April 2007, Richard announced that she would be appearing in a new role for the first 
time since leaving Eastenders, playing a part in a new sitcom penned by David Croft called Here Comes The Queen. The 
project came about after she personally asked her good friend Croft to write something for her. Richard had com-
mented that "the part is like an older version of Miss Brahms". 
 
In September 2007, it was announced that Richard was to join the second series of ITV1's sitcom Benidorm playing a 
άƭƻǳŘ-ƳƻǳǘƘŜŘΣ ǊǳŘŜέ ǿƘŜŜƭŎƘŀƛǊ-bound character.  In 2007, Richard was awarded a British Soap Award for 'Lifetime 
Achievement' for her role in EastEnders. 
 
In January 2008, adverts for The Post Office featuring Richard (as a human cannonball) began to be shown. In Febru-
ary, she landed the role of Mrs. Crump in the episode "A Pocket Full of Rye" of the Marple TV series starring Julia 
McKenzie. This was to be her final role.  

 

P r i v a t e  l i f e 
During the premiership of Margaret Thatcher, Richard was a frequent and conspicuous supporter of Thatcher's policies 
and accomplishments. At one point the EastEnders script writers gave Richard a script in which Pauline Fowler 
launched into a vicious tirade against Thatcher; Richard refused to perform this sequence.  
 
Richard was married four times. Her first marriage was to a music publisher, her second to an advertising director. Her 
third marriage, to a carpet fitter, took place in Westminster. London; Her first three marriages ended in divorce. Rich-
ard later lived with John Burns, a painter and decorator 20 years her junior, in the Marylebone area of London. They 
lived together from 1996, and married on 10 October 2008 at a hotel in London's Mayfair. She had no children.  
 
Richard was first diagnosed with breast cancer in 1996; she had an operation and apparently recovered. She had a re-
currence of the disease in 2002. Her cancer went into remission after years of treatment. She was given a clean bill of 
health in 2005. Articles about her departure from EastEnders suggest her health challenges did not play any role in her 
decision to leave the series and that it was because her character in the soap re-married, something she disagreed 
with.  Richard later said she left because of stress and that she had been stress-free since leaving the show. She kept in 
touch with co-stars Natalie Cassidy, Todd Carty, and James Alexandrou after leaving.  
 
Richard's agent Kevin Francis reported she had died on the morning of 26 February 2009, at the age of 65, in 'The 
Harley Street Clinic' in Harley Street in the borough of Westminster, London. Her husband John Burns was at her bed-
side at the time.  Mr. Francis said: "She was incredibly brave and retained her sense of humor right to the end." On the 
day of her death, a remembrance program dedicated to Richard was broadcast on BBC One. Richard's funeral was held 
on 9 March 2009 at St Marylebone Parish Church on London's Marylebone Road attended by many who have worked 
with Richard in the media industry, and many of Richard's fans.  

ωωωωω 
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Remembering Wendy Richard...Her ôAYBS?õ Colleagues Speak 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOLLIE SUGDEN, MRS. SLOCUMB IN ARE YOU BEING SERVED? 

òHow can I express my grief on hearing the loss of Wendy. She has been part of my life for so long, she was almost like 

one of the family.  There were many happy memories. Although she had no children of her own, she instinctively knew 

about little boys and my two idolized her.  She was a daughter I never had and I shall never stop missing her.  She lived 

on in the hearts of so many people who were entertained by her talent and warmed by her charm.  It is a sad day and 

may God bless her. ò 

 

FRANK THORNTON, CAPTAIN PEACOCK IN ARE YOU BEING SERVED? 

òI worked with Wendy for about 12 years on Are You Being Served?  That was the first time I worked with her. She was 

great fun and she was a great actress and an excellent comedian.  I knew she was ill because I met her recently at some 

charity event and she wasn't looking well. It wasn't unexpected, which is the sad thing.  One might say she didn't suffer 

fools gladly and she had quite an acid wit, which was most refreshing. ò 

 

TREVOR BANNISTER, MR. LUCAS IN ARE YOU BEING SERVED? 

òI was absolutely devastated when I heard the news. It was a great shock. I knew she was ill and the last time I spoke to 

her [was] a couple of months ago, just before she got married.  She'd had her first lot of chemo and was fairly positive 

and the prognosis was encouraging.  We'd known each other for 40 years from when we first worked together. My first 

impression was that she was a very dolly bird.  I will remember Wendy as a good colleague and friend. She was as a very 

clever girl and talented actress and lady with a great sense of humor. ò 

 

DAVID CROFT, WRITER OF ARE YOU BEING SERVED? 

òShe was terribly courageous [after her cancer diagnosis]. I think she knew exactly what was happening, but she rose 

above it all and kept her humor and her spirits very high.  As an actress, she was a natural, absolutely marvelous. She 

had a lovely sense of humor, which came right through the lenses into the camera.  We particularly used to enjoy film-

ing on Sunday, because the canteen was not operating fully, so we used to have a picnic lunch and Wendy would always 

provide a cake and it was a marvelous occasion. ò   
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Series Profile 

Dadõs Army: Still Marches On 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5ŀŘΩǎ !ǊƳȅΣ a stalwart of the British comedy genre, is about the Home Guard in the Second World War. It was written 
by Jimmy Perry and David Croft and broadcast on BBC television between 1968 and 1977. The series ran for 9 series 
and 80 episodes in total, plus a radio series, a feature film and a stage show. The series regularly gained audiences of 
18 million viewers and is still repeated today on BBC Two. 

The Home Guard consisted of local volunteers otherwise ineligible for military service, usually owing to age, and as 
such the series starred several veterans of British film, television and stage, including Arthur Lowe, John Le Mesurier, 
Arnold Ridley and John Laurie. Relative youngsters in the regular cast were Ian Lavender, Clive Dunn (who was made-
up to play the elderly Jones) and James Beck, who died suddenly during production of the program's sixth series, de-
spite being one of the youngest cast members. 

In 2004, Dad's Army was voted into fourth place in a BBC poll to find Britain's Best Sitcom. Previously, in a list of the 
100 Greatest British Television Programs drawn up by the British Film Institute in 2000, voted for by industry profes-
sionals, it was placed thirteenth. The series has had a profound influence on popular culture in the United Kingdom, 
with the series' catchphrases and characters well known. It is also credited with having highlighted a hitherto forgotten 
aspect of defense during World War II. The Radio Times magazine listed Captain Mainwaring's "You stupid boy!" 
among the 25 greatest put-downs on TV. 

Originally intended to be called The Fighting Tigers, 5ŀŘΩǎ !ǊƳȅ was based partly on co-writer and creator Jimmy 
tŜǊǊȅΩǎ ǊŜŀƭ-life experiences in the Local Defense Volunteers (later known as the Home Guard). Perry had been 15 
years old when he joined the 10th Hertfordshire Battalion and with a mother who did not like him being out at night 
and fearing he might catch cold, he bore more than a passing resemblance to the character of Frank Pike. An elderly 
lance corporal in the outfit often referred to fighting under Kitchener against the "Fuzzy Wuzzies" and proved to be a 
perfect model for Jones. Other influences were the film Whisky Galore!, and the work of comedians such as Will Hay 
whose film Oh, Mr. Porter! featured a pompous ass, an old man and a young man which gave him Mainwaring, God-
frey and Pike. Another influence was the Lancastrian comedian Robb Wilton, who portrayed a work-shy husband who 
joined the Home Guard in numerous comic sketches during WW2. 

Perry wrote the first script and gave it to David Croft while working as a minor actor in the Croft-produced sitcom Hugh 
and I, originally intending the role of the spiv, Walker, to be his own. Croft was impressed and sent the script to Mi-
chael Mills, Head of Comedy at the BBC. After addressing initial concerns that the program was making fun of the ef-
forts of the Home Guard, the series was commissioned. 

(Continued next page) 
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In his book, Dad's Army, Graham McCann explained that the show owes a lot to Michael Mills. It was he who re-
named the show Dad's Army. He did not like Brightsea-on-Sea so the location was changed to Walmington-on-Sea. 
He was happy with the names for the characters Mainwaring, Godfrey and Pike but not with other names and he 
made suggestions: Private Jim Duck became Frazer, Joe Fish became Joe Walker and Jim Jones became Jack Jones. 
He also suggested adding a Scot to the mix. Jimmy Perry had produced the original idea but was in need of an ex-
perienced man to see it through. Mills suggested David Croft and so the successful partnership began.  

The show was set in the fictional seaside town of Walmington-on-Sea, on the south coast of England (although the 
external scenes were mostly filmed in and around Thetford, Norfolk). Thus, the Home Guard were on the front line 
in the eventuality of an invasion by the enemy forces across the English Channel, which formed a backdrop to the 
ǎŜǊƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƭƻƻǎŜ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƘǊŜŀŘΣ ǿƛǘƘ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ aŀƛƴǿŀǊƛƴƎΩǎ Ǉƭŀǘƻƻƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
equippedτinitially with wooden guns and LDV armbands, and later on full army uniforms; the platoon were part of 
the The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. 

The first episode, "The Man and the Hour," began with a scene set in the 'present day' of 1968, in which Mainwaring 
addressed his old platoon as part of the contemporary 'I'm Backing Britain' campaign. The prologue opening was a 
condition imposed after initial concerns by Paul Fox, the controller of BBC 1, that it was belittling the efforts of the 
Home Guard. After Mainwaring relates how he had backed Britain in 1940, the episode proper began; 5ŀŘΩǎ !ǊƳȅ is 
thus told in flashback, although the final episode does not return to the then-present. Later episodes were largely 
self-contained, albeit referring to previous events and with additional character development. 

!ǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳŜŘȅ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŀȅǎ ǊŜƭƛŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘƻƻƴΩǎ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƛƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LLΣ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
their activities had to come from another quarter, and this generally showed itself in the form of Air Raid Precau-
tions (ARP) Warden Hodges, although sometimes the verger of the local church, or Captain Square and the 
neighboring Eastgate Home Guard platoon. However the group did have some encounters related to the war such 
as downed German planes, a U-boat crew, parachutes that may have been German, and German mines. Also, an IRA 
suspect appeared in one episode, (Dad's Army episode). 

The humor ranged from the subtle (especially in the relationship between Mainwaring and Wilson, who also hap-
pened to be his deputy at the bank) to the slapstick (the antics of the elderly Jones being a prime example). Jones 
ƘŀŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŎŀǘŎƘǇƘǊŀǎŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ Ϧ5ƻƴϥǘ ǇŀƴƛŎΗϦΣ Ϧ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘ ǳǇ ΩŜƳϦΣ ϦtŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪΣ ǎƛǊϦΣ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭƪ 
about "the Fuzzy-Wuzzies". Mainwaring said "You stupid boy" to Pike in many episodes. The first series occasionally 
included darker humor, reflecting the fact that, especially early in the war, members of the Home Guard were woe-
fully under-equipped and yet were still prepared to have a crack at the German Army. A poignant example of this 
ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ ƛƴ Ϧ¢ƘŜ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ DƻŘŦǊŜȅΩǎ /ƻǘǘŀƎŜϦ ŜǇƛǎƻŘŜΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀǘƻƻƴ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ŀƴ ŜƴŜƳȅ ƛƴǾŀǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǳƴπ
derway. Mainwaring and three volunteers decide to stay at the cottage to delay any German advance, giving the 
rest of the platoon time to warn the town; "Of course, that will be the end of us", says Mainwaring. "We know sir", 
replies Frazer, before getting on with the task in hand.  

Until 1978 the BBC (along with ITV) did not have proper archives for programs recorded on video tape. This, com-
bined with the cost of 2 inch Quadruplex videotape reels and no appreciation of future commercial possibilities, re-
sulted in significant amounts of material being wiped after they were transmitted (contractual agreements at that 
time often allowed for one repeat showing before being wiped). 

Although the BBC has recovered many recordings from overseas broadcasters and private collectors, many are still 
missing. Dad's Army is less affected than most, but three second-series episodes are lost, and one third-series epi-
sode was filmed in color but had only existed in black and white. However this third-series episode has been re-
colored, using an existing color signal in the black-and-white tele-recording, and was transmitted on 13 December 
2008 at 8:25 pm on BBC Two.                            (Continued next page) 
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In 2008 soundtracks of the lost episode "A Stripe for Frazer" and the 1968 Christmas Special "Untitled Sketch" were 
recovered, but there is still no picture of either.  

As with many British sitcoms of that era, in 1971 5ŀŘΩǎ !ǊƳȅ was made into a feature film. Backers Columbia Pic-
tures imposed arbitrary changes, such as recasting Liz Fraser as Mavis Pike and filming outdoors in Chalfont St Giles 
rather than Thetford, which made the cast unhappy. The director, Norman Cohen, who was also responsible for the 
idea to make the film, was nearly fired by the studio. 

Jimmy Perry and David Croft wrote the original screenplay. This was expanded by Cohen to try to make it more cine-
matic; Columbia executives made more changes to plot and pacing. As finally realized, two-thirds of the film consists 
of the creation of the platoonτthis was the contribution of Perry and Croftτand the final third shows the platoon 
ƛƴ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǊŜǎŎǳƛƴƎ ƘƻǎǘŀƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀƭƭ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ōŜŜƴ ƘŜƭŘ ŎŀǇǘƛǾŜ ōȅ ǘƘǊŜŜ DŜǊƳŀƴ ǇƛƭƻǘǎΦ 

Neither the cast nor Perry and Croft were happy with the result. Perry spent time arguing for changes to try to re-
produce the style of the television series, but with mixed results. 

Filming took place between 10 August and 25 September 1970, at Shepperton Studios and various locations. After 
shooting the film, the cast returned to working on the fourth television series. 

¢ƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ¦Y ǇǊŜƳƛŝǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ мн aŀǊŎƘ мфтм ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜΣ [ƻƴŘƻƴΦ /ǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǾƛŜǿǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳƛȄŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ 
performed well at the UK box office. Discussions were held about a possible sequel, to be called 5ŀŘΩǎ !ǊƳȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
Secret U-Boat Base, but the project never came to fruition. 

Dadõs Army Images  Through The Years 
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